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zTree 

 zTree – Zurich Toolbox for Readymade Economic 
Experiments 

 by Urs Fischbacher 
 http://www.iew.unizh.ch/ztree/ 

 
 Free, but not open source 
 „Citeware“: you will have to cite Urs‘ journal article  on 

the software in each publication of an experiment 
programmed with zTree 

 ASBLab has signed an institutional license to this terms 
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Introduction zTree 

 Client server architecture 
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Introduction zTree 
 The „Stage Tree“ 
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Introduction zTree 
 A screen 
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zTree Background and Tables 

Properties of program 

Definitions of tables 

Definitions of common elements on all 
screens (Stages) 
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zTree Parameter Table 

Set variable values in 
table „subjects“ for 
periods, subjects, or a 
specific subject in a 
specific period 
 
Important: Group variable 
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zTree – The „Stage“ 

 globals – program – executed 1x 

 subjects – program – executed for all subjects one by one 

:   – the scope pperator: access to higher level tables 

 Participate – sets whether a 
Subject sees a screen or not 

 box 

 items 
in box 

 button 
 This is what subjects see who are 
done with a screen or do not see it at 
all 
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Documentation 

 Current version: 3.3.8 
 Tutorial (v 2.2) 

• Introduction  to programming in zTree 
• Many examples and tips & tricks 

 
 Reference Manual (v 2.2) 

• Complete reference 
 

 Wiki 
 zTree mailing list 
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